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1. Correct Exposure:

An exposure that 
achieves the desired 
effect!



Exposure

The amount of light that reaches your camera 
sensor or film.



The Exposure Triangle
0
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Aperture (F-Stops)

Brighter ‘F-Stops’  
• The doubling or 

halving of the 
amount of light let 
into the camera>

>



Controlling Exposure

A

Auto

Scene User selects factory 
pre-sets
Camera is in control

User selects Auto
Camera is in control

P User selects Programme to lock 
aperture, speed or ISO
Camera adjusts the other 
settings for ‘acceptable’ exposure
 

M User selects Aperture, Speed and 
ISO for ‘acceptable’ exposure
Camera is not in control

A User selects Aperture 
Priority and ISO
Camera adjusts Speed for 
‘acceptable’ exposure

S User selects Shutter Priority 
and ISO
Camera adjusts Aperture for 
‘acceptable’ exposure



Aperture Priority (F-Stops) A

10

f2.8 f4 f5.6 f8 f11 f16 f22

• The aperture is the hole in the lens that controls how much light enters the 
camera

• The aperture size affects the area of acceptable sharpness (the ‘Depth of Field’) 

Wide Aperture Narrow ApertureStops

LandscapeMacro/Portrait



Shutter Priority (Speed) S

1/2000 1/1000 1/500 1/250 1/125 1/60 1/30

• The shutter speed affects exposure by controlling the length of time that light 
enters the camera

• The selected shutter speed can affect image sharpness and movement blur

Fast SlowStops

1/15 1/8 1/4 1/2 1”

Camera Shake/Blur?Action Freeze Long Exposure



ISO (Camera Sensitivity) ISO

100 200 400

• ISO controls how sensitive the camera is to light
• A higher ISO number can introduce more image noise

Low Sensitivity High Sensitivity Stops

800 1600

NoisierCleaner



Metering

General 
Purpose

Central 
Area of the 

Shot 
Averaged

Portrait/
Macro

Landscape/
Bright 

Backgrounds

Canon Nikon

• Partial
• Spot
• Evaluative/Matrix
• Centre-Weighted/Average



Exposure Histogram +/-

Pixel Brightness (tonal range) 255 (saturation point)0
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Expose To The Left
• Preserves detail in the 

highlights/requires less 
light

Expose To The Right
• Minimises image 

noise/maximises 
capture of lighter tones

-3     -2     -1       0     +1     +2     +3



Exposure Clipping +/-

Pixel Brightness (tonal range) 255 (saturation point)0
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OverexposedUnderexposed



2. Correct Focus:

A depth of field that 
achieves the desired 
effect!



Depth of Field

The distance between the closest and furthest 
objects in the photo that appears acceptably 
sharp



Depth of Field

• Influenced by:
• Aperture
• Focal length of lens
• Sensor size
• Camera-subject distance



Guidelines

• Rule of Thirds
• Double Distance
• Hyperfocal Distance
• Focus on the Main Subject Depth of Field 

One Third Two Thirds



Focus Points

• Select Number of Focus 
Points

• Areas and Clusters
• Single
• Single Point
• Continuous/Tracking
• Manual Selection



Focus Assist

In-Camera Features
• Auto Magnification
• Peak Highlighting
• Split Image
• Microprism Grid

• Zoom in to your image to check 
Before you shoot and  After you shoot!



3 Correct 
Composition:

There Isn’t One!



Rule of Thirds



Lead-In Lines



Diagonals



Balance



Triangles



Framing



Horizons

• Check they are horizontal!
• What works best: 1/3rd up, 2/3rds up 

or halfway?



Thank You
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